LEOMINSTER HOG

GROUP RIDING TIPS




RIDE PREPERATION: Please show up for an official chapter rides 30 minutes early,
this will allow the Lead Road Captain to conduct their pre ride meeting to inform
you of the destinations, rules and route for that day, It also allows them to get all
bikes into formation ready to ride.
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Please arrive with a full tank of gas o =
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Please be ready for the start of
the ride with an empty bladder
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NO DEFINITION OF AN OFFICIAL RIDE: An official
ALCOHOL ride begins from the starting point and ends at
ALLOWED the final destination. Rides could have more

that one destination but until that final
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no drugs or alcohol are in effect, if anyone
breaks this rule they will be asked to leave the
ride. This policy is in place to keep the ride
safe for all members.

GROUP SIZE: When it is possible, chapter policy is to try keeping group size at 10
bikes or less, this of course can only happen if the ride has enough road captains to
separate the group.

MEMBERS CONCERNS: If any member has any concerns about the route, their placement in the
formation, ride pace, questions on rules, hand signals, if you have any medical conditions that may
require more stop s than planned, please see the Lead Road Captain before or at any stop to
express your concerns, Leominster HOG wants everyone to RIDE AND HAVE FUN and it is the Lead
Road Captains job to insure this happens.




RIDE IN FORMATION: The staggered riding formation (see diagram) allows for the
proper space cushion between motorcycles so that each rider has enough time and
space to maneuver around road hazards. The Lead Road Captain rides in the left
third of the lane while the next rider stays at the least, 1 bike length behind, and in
the right third of the lane, the rest of the group follows in the same pattern.

SINGLE FORMATION: the single ride formation will be used when there are
obstacles on the side of the road or the surface of the road becomes
hazardous or too narrow.

LEAVING THE GROUP RIDE: If you know that you will be leaving the group ride at some
point , please notify both the Lead Road Captain and the Group Sweep before that
segment of the ride you will be leaving from, at this point you should position yourself at
the end of the formation in front of the sweep, this will allow your departure to be safe for
yourself and the group and not cause a disruption in the groups formation.
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INTERSECTIONS AND STOPS

Note: It is against the law to block an intersection
during a group ride unless permission has been
obtained from the police dept.

When approaching an
intersection it is the responsibility of the leader
to stop and wait for all bikes behind him to stop,
including the sweep. At this point the leader
looks for a safe opening for the group to proceed
but in the case of a busy intersection, the
individuals in the group will have to leave the
stop in smaller segments when they see it is safe
to proceed.

The members of the group that
get separated from the leader should NOT speed
or engage in unsafe driving practices to catch up
to the group. It is the responsibility of the leader
to look for a safe spot to pull over and allow the
group to gather.

LEFT OR RIGHT HAND TURNS

When making a turn at a
protected intersection where traffic has its own
turn signal, tighten the formation to allow as
many riders as possible to pass quickly and safely
through the intersection.

In unprotected intersections
that have no arrow, riders should proceed with
caution and in single file. Each rider should act as
an individual only making the turn when it is safe
and legal.

The members of the group that
get separated from the leader should NOT speed
or engage in unsafe driving practices to catch up
to the group. It is the responsibility of the leader
to look for a safe spot to pull over and allow,the
group to gather.

Every rider should
be prepared to stop
at all stop signs for

all intersections
during a group ride.
After all,
Itis the LAW!!!




RIDING FORMATION: when a single lane road becomes a 2 lane
road because of a climbing lane, the group should occupy both
lanes to prevent other vehicles from coming up along the groups
side and splitting the group when we merge again.

Slow vehicle / climbing




HAND SIGNALS

The following pages show the hand signals that Leominster HOG has adopted and uses
during group rides, it is appreciated that these hand signals get passed back by each
rider to the riders behind them to help promote a safe and fun ride.

STOP: arm extended straight down, palm
facing back /g
\“"

SLOW DOWN: arm extended straight out, palm facing
down, move arm up then down repeatedly.

COMFORT / GAS STOP: tap on the top of your helmet
with an open palm
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RIGHT TURN: arm extended straight up in a right angle
shape, palm facing forward
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LEFT TURN: arm extended straight out with finger
pointing to the left

HAZARD IN ROADWAY: on the right, point with right
foot, on the left, point with left hand
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SINGLE FILE: arm and index finger
extended straight up

This formation will be used
when the road is in poor
shape and it is safer for all to
ride in single file.

DOUBLE FILE:arm extended with index and middle
finger extended straight up

Double file signal on 2 lane roads
indicates that the bikes should occupy
both lanes. This should only be used
when there is a climbing lane and there
will be a merge back to one lane up the
road.

OBSTACLE ON ROAD SIDE: arm position as for right turn,
forearm swung toward shoulder and move arm side to
side

For safety purposes, be
prepared to move into
single file when
approaching a road side
obstacle




